The partnership between ASEAN and the European Union is almost 30 years old. Over the years, many political and economic changes have occurred and both sides have innovated on the partnership to make it even more mutually beneficial. The European Commission (EC) is instrumental in nurturing and strengthening this outstanding relationship.

The EC-ASEAN Cogeneration Programme and the EC-ASEAN Energy Facility are two key initiatives which highlight the strong ties between ASEAN and the European Union. The Cogeneration Programme resulted in several successful projects in different ASEAN Member Countries and a network of solid professional and stakeholder links which is important for future cooperation in meeting the challenges of the energy industry.

As the EC-ASEAN Energy Facility carries the achievements of the Cogeneration Programme to another level of collaboration between ASEAN and the European Union, the global oil markets are experiencing volatile fluctuation in pricing. This has reinforced the need for cooperation in the energy sector, particularly in enhancing public-private partnerships. Governments alone cannot manage all the ups and downs of the energy market. The private sector has an essential role in doing so.
The EC-ASEAN collaboration in energy has contributed positively to the capacity of ASEAN public and private stakeholders to respond more effectively to rising oil prices and the development of alternative energy sources. Let us continue to work together in this critical area. 
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