The five-year EC-ASEAN Energy Facility (EAEF) has come to a close. With it came a more strengthened and broadened partnerships between the European Union (EU) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) since EAEF was launched in March 2002. The EAEF pounded deeper the long history of friendly relationships between EU and ASEAN in many areas of cooperation in energy sector. 
Armed with financial support from the European Commission (EC), the ASEAN through the ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE) and project partners’ contributions, the EAEF program cut across all sectors to achieve the objectives it was aimed for: 1) increase the security of energy supply of ASEAN countries and indirectly of Europe; 2) increase economic cooperation between EU and ASEAN countries; 3) improve environment of local and global levels; and 4) facilitate the implementation of the ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation (APAEC).  

The EUR 38.51 million EAEF programme drew over 180 proposals in four different categories such as market awareness, institutional frameworks, feasibility studies and demonstration projects from the four calls of proposals made during the five-year period. 
ACE as the facilitating and implementing arm of the programme was a witness to the many breakthroughs and challenges of the programme. 
First, most of the project proposals submitted showed their own strengths and creativities to be granted funding. There was such enthusiasm and positive response from both ASEAN and EU to make their own contributions in the energy sector. Yet, the programme could only support a number of them. 
A total of 67 projects were finally contracted and given funding assistance through the EAEF and another 10 projects under the “institutional strengthening” component was given 100 percent aid.
The projects focus on the following areas: Electricity, 15 projects, e.g. from conducting a study for an optimized street-lighting in Southeast Asia to development of the Trans-Borneo power grid and energy trading to conducting study tour and workshop on power pooling in Europe for the Greater Mekong sub-region; Energy Efficiency & Conservation, 14 projects, e.g. from conducting study on the establishment of an Energy Manager Accreditation Scheme for ASEAN to development of a business model for building energy performance services to increasing market awareness of energy efficiency improvement potential in paper mills in Vietnam; Clean Coal, 3 projects, e.g. from conducting a study and master plan for the improvement of coal-fired power plants in the Philippines to strengthening the capacity of ASEAN business to invest under CDM; Natural Gas, 1 project, e.g. conducting study on Energy Charter Treaty for Possible Adoption by ASEAN; and Renewable Energy, 34 projects, from developing an innovative financial scheme for sustainable development of renewable energy projects in the rural areas of Vietnam, Philippines and Indonesia to increasing market awareness for building integrated photovoltaic in Malaysia, and to feasibility study for the establishment of a biodiesel production plant in Thailand.
These are only a few of the great variety of projects that were implemented. The visibility meetings & conferences to be held in Europe and Indonesia will highlight the ingenuity, creativity and innovation that made the projects successful and inspired to seek and work for sustainability despite the ending of the EAEF on 28 Feb 2007. 
Second, the EAEF programme attracted over 500 EU and ASEAN companies, organizations and associations to get involved and developed projects, making the diversity in backgrounds worked for their common benefits. The synergy stemming from the partnerships of these groups brought together a big pool of ideas, services, products and programmes that opened up markets and solutions to issues in the energy industry. Both EU and ASEAN member countries had much gained from these practical experiences.  
Third, as in any endeavor, great and small, there are successes and lessons learned. Some of the projects suffered set backs. But there are many that are indeed worthy of commendation. These are projects that all sought to make a difference one way or another, e.g. from developing appropriate regulations and frameworks as guideposts to building and beefing up the capacity of the employees and organizations on using energy wisely, and to implementing demonstration projects to provide electricity to far-flung areas. 

It is our hope that the projects will indeed run their course to actual implementation, spread the benefits to the communities, countries and the regions as a whole and inspired others to replicate and do the same. 
The ASEAN Centre for Energy congratulates the project proponents in the ASEAN region and EU for a very good work done. ACE as the depository of all the projects commits to move the momentum and makes a deliberate effort to push these projects into actions. 

On behalf of the ASEAN Centre for Energy, the Centre extends its warmest thanks to the EU for the continued support to the ASEAN region and the mutual benefits of our long term energy cooperation.
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